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Christian Study Group John Ferguson Werner O. Packull Richard Holt Hutton

in september of 1976 a group of some fifty scholars and practising mystics gathered
at the university of calgary the chief objective of the conference was to ponder and
assess the nature of mysticism in its eastern western and north american indian forms
the method the conference followed was somewhat unusual  in that it  aimed at a
dialogue between the practising mystics and the scholars what this book presents to
the reader is not the outcome of the dialogue but the personal statements and papers
from which the dialogue began of course there is a degree to which the dialogue is
already present in that the papers of the scholars were written with the statements of
the mystics in hand among some of the philosophers present a set of more formal
comments on each others presentations was recorded and these have been included

this invaluable anthology examines histories of esotericism mysticism and occultism in
modern  asia  understood  here  as  the  period  roughly  stretching  from  the  late
nineteenth through the twentieth century and paving eventually the way for the so
called new age the idea of histories in plural has to do with the complexities of their
lineages  the  many  pathways  through  which  their  affinities  encounters  and
entanglements  flowed  and  or  developed  during  the  period  under  review  the
contributors hail from different disciplines history literature and religious studies for
instance  and  in  what  accounts  for  a  cutting  edge  of  the  book  provide  truly
multidisciplinary insights on the subject in one single volume their select case studies
illuminate key aspects of contemporaneous socio religious processes they explicate
how aspects of mysticism esotericism and occultism were closely tied to wider socio
political and intellectual processes of the period that were at once transregional even
global  and frequently transcultural  and or cosmopolitan in character postgraduate
students research scholars and academics in general working in the fields of religious
studies and or asian religions in modern times will find this collection to be of great
interest

a survey of the evolution of esotericism in south east asia from 1400 1600 in the
peninsula of malaya this book equips the novice on south east asian religion and magic
with a basic understanding of sufism wizardry and sorcery in the minimal and how the
esoteric  dimension  of  it  all  came  into  being  the  works  and  scholars  included  or
mention are ibn arabi ibn sinna imam surawardi the wali of al rahman as well as many
others the book examines at length the archetypes of shaman cunning man witch
sorcerer dokun wizard and sufi sage and of course the differences in the sufi saint and
the malay sorcerer this is done unbiasedly in order to understand how the mistake of
syncretism has effected the views people hold of the malay mystics and sages in
general this is examined exclusively from 1400 to 1600 bce the result may surprise
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you and make for interesting conversation

centering african diasporic traditions the margins of mainstream mystical traditions
and the intersection between mysticism and psychedelics the essays in this volume
offer several diverse and unique contemporary approaches to the study of mysticism
in a time when the word mystic or mysticism appears as often in popular and even
scientific settings as it does in academic or religious discourse a critical study of these
terms and traditions becomes ever more relevant this volume challenges normative
notions of  who counts as a  mystic  and questions the definitions and interpretive
frames underlying the field of comparative mysticism itself this is an important text for
students  and  scholars  of  comparative  mysticism  and  those  interested  in  what
traditions texts communities rituals persons and practices have been marginalized in
the development of what counts as mysticism today

this is the fourth volume in an influential series that presents a basic revaluation of the
nature of mysticism each provides a collection of solicited papers by noted experts in
the study of religion this new volume will explore how the great mystics and mystical
traditions use interpret and reconstruct the sacred scriptures of their traditions

this book presents key psychoanalytic theories from a fresh perspective that of the
mystical element the author explores the depth structure of central assumptions in
psychoanalytic theory to uncover the mystical core of conventional analytic thinking
exploring authors from freud and ferenczi through bion and winnicott to contemporary
voices such as ogden bollas and eigen the book shows that psychoanalysis has always
operated on the assumption of psychic overlap a soul to soul contact between patient
and analyst surprisingly the book shows how this magical facet goes hand in hand with
a  pragmatic  worldview  that  explores  the  epistemological  complexities  of
psychoanalysis in search of a way to join the subjective even the mystical with the
practical aim of serving as a validated mental health discipline this is accomplished
through an interdisciplinary and intertextual encounter between psychoanalysis and
the  innovative  pairing  of  william  james  pragmatic  philosophy  and  martin  buber  s
dialogic thought the author s paradoxical stance surrounding the nature and role of
psychoanalysis  and  its  mystical  facet  resonate  the  great  challenge  embedded  in
winnicott s insistence on tolerating paradox and bion s demand to respect all parts of
the psychoanalytic truth in this case the practical and mundane alongside the mystical
and  magical  the  book  s  broad  interdisciplinary  outlook  will  captivate  both
psychoanalysts  and  psychoanalytic  therapists  as  well  as  scholars  of  philosophy

thoroughly researched and annotated professor gedalyah nigal s work examines such
phenomena as the baalei shem the individuals who by their knowledge of the holy
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names were able to perform great feats kefitzat ha derekh the ability to traverse great
distances  in  very  little  time  the  transmigration  of  souls  dybbuks  possession  and
exorcism demons and their marriages to humans the battles against forces of evil the
power of amulets and journeys to the garden of eden and back

british writer of prose and poetry evelyn underhill 1875 1941 was a fellow of king s
college for women and king s college and was the first woman to lecture to the clergy
in the church of england through her radio appearances and her stint as editor of the
political magazine the spectator she was a familiar voice in british public life between
the wars she authored more than 30 books some under the pseudonym john cordelier
including concerning the inner life and radiance a spiritual memoir this collection of her
essays  includes  the  essentials  of  mysticism  the  mystic  and  the  corporate  life
mysticism and the doctrine of atonement the mystic as creative artist the education of
the spirit the place of will intellect and feeling in prayer the mysticism of plotinus and
more every reader interested in a practical lucid take on the mystical will want a copy
on the bookshelf

the essays collected in this volume have been written during the past eight years they
deal with various aspects of the subject of mysticism the first half  dozen with its
general  theory  and  practice  and  special  points  arising  within  it  the  rest  with  its
application as seen in the lives and works of the mystics from the pagan plotinus to the
christian  contemplatives  of  our  own  day  most  of  them  have  already  appeared
elsewhere though all  have been revised and several  completely re written for the
purposes of this book the essentials of mysticism and the mystic as creative artist
were first printed in the quest the mystic and the corporate life mysticism and the
doctrine  of  atonement  and  the  place  of  will  intellect  and  feeling  in  prayer  in  the
interpreter the education of the spirit in the parents review the mysticism of plotinus
in the quarterly review the mirror of simple souls and soeur therese de l enfant jesus
under the title of a modern saint in the fortnightly review the blessed angela of foligno
in franciscan essays julian of norwich in the st martin s review and charles peguy in the
contemporary review all these are now republished by kind permission of the editors
concerned e u august 1920

the mystic and the theologian is a four book series written from recordings when a
priest visited with the christian guru they discussed many religious topics the priest
delves into the mystical with the christian guru there are no restrictions placed on the
priest the intent of the series is to help those of you who may have similar questions
and  may  be  seeking  answers  and  guidance  this  work  may  help  your  quest  to
understand mysticism better
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more  than  one  thousand  entries  provide  essential  information  on  the  manifold
expressions  of  mysticism  ranging  from  christian  mystical  theology  to  oriental
mysticism and from the ancient philosophers to the cambridge platonists

werner packull delineates more clearly than any previous scholar the theological and
spiritual  differences  between  south  german  and  swiss  anabaptist  he  examines
thoroughly the dominant medieval mystical influence in the thought of denck and hut
and the latter s immediate south german anabaptist followers indeed packull decides
that south german anabaptism derives more from medieval mysticism than from the
reformation packull is convincing in his demonstration of this thesis because of his
meticulous care in reading the primary sources and because he examines and refutes
the arguments of those who would place the protestant influence as the primary one
he  carefully  isolates  and  explains  particular  ideas  of  the  medieval  mystics  and
demonstrates their influence on denck and hut packull expands and elaborates the
earlier  suggestions  of  kiwiet  and  williams  both  of  whom  postulated  a  discrete
anabaptism in south germany as against that of switzerland he draws on the more
recent and still unpublished work of gottfried seebass especially on seebass selection
of writings which he ascribes to hut packull s second major thesis is that the earliest
form  of  south  german  anabaptism  was  transitional  both  sociologically  and
theologically he demonstrates that there were indeed strains of anabaptism which
were not as clearly biblicist in emphasis as the one in zurich packull s work makes the
phenomenon of early anabaptism more complex less uniform but historically more
accurate more in line with the realities of the religious ferment of the 1520s among
german speaking people publisher
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